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COURSE SNAPSHOT

Dental OT Assistants (also called Oral Surgery Assistants or Dental Chair Assistants) work chairside
during oral surgical procedures — tooth extractions, implant placements, orthognathic surgery, and
maxillofacial procedures. They sterilise instruments, pass surgical tools, manage suction, and assist in
post-operative care.

This is a shorter-entry qualification (1-2 year diploma) that provides quick employment, especially in the
expanding dental chain industry (Clove Dental, Sabka Dentist, Apollo Dental together have 2,000+ clinics
nationally). It is distinct from the clinical Dental Hygienist role.

Qualification: Certificate/Diploma in Dental OT Assistance or Dental Chairside Assisting (1-2 years,
DCl-affiliated dental college preferred).

ELIGIBILITY

» 10+2 (any stream) minimum 40-45%. Some institutions accept Class 10 pass for 1-year certificate.
» Good manual dexterity, calm temperament, ability to work in confined procedural spaces.

» No formal national entrance exam for diploma-level courses.

ADMISSION TIMING

» Government dental colleges: June-August for DCl-affiliated programmes.

* Private programmes: rolling admissions year-round.

* Dental chain in-house training programmes (Clove Dental, Apollo Dental): apply directly to HR.

TOP INSTITUTIONS

DCI-Affiliated Dental Colleges Offering Dental Assistant Training:
» Maulana Azad Institute of Dental Sciences, New Delhi.

» Government Dental College, KGMU Lucknow.
 Subharti Dental College Meerut — western UP.
» Santosh Dental College Ghaziabad — UP-based.

In-House Training Programmes (No college required):
* Clove Dental — paid OJT (On-the-Job Training) programme for freshers.

» Sabka Dentist — in-house chairside assistant training.



» Apollo Dental — hospital-based training.

Fee Range:
» Government DCI courses: Rs. 5,000-12,000/year. Private: Rs. 30,000-80,000/year. In-house: often
free + stipend.

FUTURE PROSPECTS

» Dental chain clinics (Clove, Sabka Dentist, Apollo, Dentzz) — largest employers.
* Private dentist clinics — every clinic needs at least 1-2 assistants.

» Maxillofacial surgery units in hospitals — OT assistant role.

 Dental implant centres — growing rapidly in tier-2 cities.

* Dental supply companies — instrument sales support.

Career Ceiling Note:
* This qualification has a lower career ceiling than B.Sc. Dental Hygiene. After 3-5 years, consider
upgrading to B.Sc. Dental Hygiene or lateral move to dental equipment sales for better growth.

TAKE-HOME SALARY GUIDE (Monthly)

Govt Sector (pm) Private Sector (pm) After PG/Specialisation

Fresher (0-1 yr) Rs. 10,000-18,000 Rs. 10,000-20,000 Rs. 20,000-35,000
Mid-level (2-5 yrs) Rs. 18,000-30,000 Rs. 22,000-45,000 Rs. 40,000-70,000
Senior/Specialist Rs. 28,000-42,000 Rs. 40,000-70,000 Rs. 65,000-1,00,000
Gulf (Dubai/Qatar) — Rs. 80,000-1,50,000 Rs. 1,20,000-2,50,000

SPECIALISATION PATHWAYS

» Upgrade to B.Sc. Dental Hygiene (lateral entry possible at some institutions).

* Dental Implant Assisting — specialised short course.
* Orthodontic Assisting — braces and aligner fitting support.
* Dental Radiology (OPG/CBCT) operation — separate certificate.

SCAM & PITFALL WARNINGS

m Fake 'International Dental Assistant Certification' bodies — DANB (USA) is the only widely
recognised body. Verify at danb.org.

m Unregistered short-term institutes offering 'dental assistant' certificates with no DCI affiliation — only
valid for informal employment, not hospitals.

m Job ads for 'dental assistant, Rs. 40,000/month' from unknown clinics — visit the clinic before
joining; unlicensed dental clinics do exist.

m Dental equipment companies offering 'training' but expecting free labour — ensure stipend is
provided in writing.

HOW TO VERIFY YOUR COLLEGE




0 DCI approved institutions: dciindia.org.in.

O Clove Dental official careers: clovedental.in.
O Sabka Dentist careers: sabkadentist.com.
O Apollo Dental: apollodental.in.

O DANB (USA, for international): danb.org.

This guide is prepared as a mentor resource for students from western Uttar Pradesh, India. Always verify current information with
official regulatory bodies before making admission decisions. Fees, salaries and policies change — use this as a direction guide, not
the final word.




